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Abstract 
The Migration in a global perspective is contemporary of the Human life, with 

the most different motivations, in each time and place, within the specific legal frame-
works depending on the State law and the International Law. Consequently, in the human 
global mobility there are different positions and possibilities to these human beings by 
political, social, economic, and cultural powers. The continuous research is an academic 
and scientific need, being focus on the global migration and refugees, considering the 
international legal meaning. There are Regions and States where the Migrants and Ref-
ugees are welcome, accepted, and integrated, not only by the legal point of view but the 
governs behaviors, public policies, social reception, economic and financial support/in-
vestment, but in contrast, there are completely opposite positions generating serious 
problems since the denial to the abandon of millions of human beings. Since the Arab 
Spring, the reality for millions of Refugees is dramatic by the violation of the Human 
Rights, the International Law, and States Fundamental Rights. The Opinion Public Opin-
ion is vulnerable to the manipulated information in different States, so it has provoked 
the discrimination, rejection, and violence against Migrants and Refugees. However, it´s 
basic to understand the serious context as there are international movements, involving 
International organized crime acting with Migrants and Refugees  human trafficking, 
smuggling, exploitations, violence, and all kind of violations. The International Security 

 legal, protection and criminal (re)action, police authorities  between States and Inter-
national Organizations have developed different reactions. This is a serious and difficult 
problem needing a permanent effective work of all structures to protect millions of Hu-
man beings. The European Union, working together the international community, as well 
as with the most different movements  public and/or private  need to develop a con-
certed and strategic work receiving and integrating the Refugees, which measures must 
cover and protect all in Europe, regardless their origin.  
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1. Introduction 
 
This paper aims present the research in international and European Union 
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context of the Migrants and Refugees, starting with the study and data interpre-
tation of the world difference of the income per capita, the measures to improve 
or promote the Quality of life to everyone, based on the protection and guarantee 
of the Human Rights and the Fundamental Rights in European Union. So, it´s 
important to be aware of the two different and permanent Migration flows in Eu-
ropean Union area: The internal Migration flow, meaning, mobility according to 
the principle of the movement freedom of the persons; and the Migration flows 
from other states to European Union. Regarding the income differences of the 
salary conditions in European Union, there are different realities between the Eu-
ropean Union State Members which is one of the motivations to migrate to the 

millions of human beings arriving from the most different States to the EU State 
Members, being International Migrants. There are different elements, from in the 
most recent official publications, demonstrating that these have a lower salary 
comparing to the rest of the migrants, so a lower quality of life and living in pov-
erty situation. In fact, these International Migrants choose the European Union to 
have a better quality of life, than in their origin States, and the biggest migration 
flows happen mainly due the war, extremely poverty or no survival conditions. 
So, within it is created a melting pot of cultures. Consequently, due their vulner-
ability and all constraints, violence and discrimination, there is several conditions 
promoting the implementation and action of the International Organized Crime. 
So, the serious numbers of the illegal Migration, as one of the most profitable 
crimes that are out of control, although all serious problems created to the States 
and to millions of human beings.  

Migration is a phenomenon that is almost contemporary with Humanity, 
continuous and involving all States and Societies around the world. The Interna-
tional Law include the most different legal documents, institutional procedures, 
and obligations to States and social life. Nowadays it is considered as a priority 
to a great number of States as an element of Security internal and within the in-
ternational community, but the reality is that is so serious, complex and difficult 
to control that the problems faced by the Migrants are bigger in the most different 
perspective, since the legal (or not) role they assume in mobility, the vulnerability 
as being victims of the most different and hard crimes.  

 
2. Quality of life, income per capita and the political (re)action  
 

Worldwide Governance Indicators 3 the World Bank 
presents a block of important elements as the political stability by the government 
implementation of the need measures to promote economic development, con-
trolling the inflation rate, preventing and avoiding the risk factors  in short and 
long-term  and promoting the attractive markets. In this context, the positive 
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concerns are stated in the Gross Domestic Product, the balanced budget, or a 
surplus. However, the unemployment rate of each State and the social protection, 
as the old-age pensions are other crucial element. Finally, by the political econ-
omy analysis, the currency reserves are an important element to understand the 
promotion of the quality of life. 

Focusing on the political stability when based on dictatorial/ authoritarian 
systems and principles are dangerous and a threat to the fundamental rights of the 
citizens. By the other side, according to the International Law, the governments 
should approve and implement laws and procedures with the rule of law and the 
regulatory quality. The world needs to promote a democratic system, the respect 
of the Human Rights, avoiding and combating all violation and crimes against 
societies, which are constraints to the development of the States and the quality 
of life. This is a question of International Security.  

In this scope, the health must be a priority to all governments aiming to 
prolong the life expectancy, so since the nutrition, the number of doctors and the 
specialties need to have a structured system able to reply to the social needs and 
number of inhabitants, as the easy and free charge of the access to the National 
Health System.  

Concerning the safety, as one of the most relevant elements of any State 
and basilar to the quality of life, unfortunately there are different states where the 
there are no safety, for society and with the worst consequences, there is a diffi-
cult or even impossible generation of the conditions to promote quality or, in 
worst situations, the survival. 

According to the Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Goals of United Na-
tions, as well as the international treaties and International Relations, the position 
and action of the International Organizations, as the relevant bilateral States rela-
tionship, all reflect the real needs and the most dangerous for the Humanity sur-
vival, as the Climate Change. Governments have the responsibility to implement 
laws, procedures and (re)actions to avoid all damages and threats to the Humanity 
survival. So, the Climate must be in the equation of all needs/ position/action, in 
order to provide quality of life.  

Concerning the cost of living is basic regarding the annual income aver-
age within the quality-of-life promotion in each State. Since the taxes paid and 
the income tax rates in each State must be political and governmentally strictly 
managed to have enough support internal and in the international rules and legal 
context. It has to be considered the State expenses and the support to answer to 
the needs of the society, within the World Bank´s rules  lower expenses, higher 
investment. 

Regarding the respect of the Human Rights, the quality-of-life promotion 
in each State must respect the difference and equity regarding the international 
law and implemented in each legal system. Considering the Migration  regular, 
irregular, refugees, seeking of Asylum  the quality of life must aim to achieve 



Experientiam et Progressionem in Comparative and International Law                                80 
 

the equity and integration respecting the legal concerns and the promoting a seri-
ous prevention and combat seriously the most difficult problems that these Inter-
national Migrants face around the world. 

Regarding the world data, in following table it´s possible to identify the 
25 States where there is higher level of quality of life evaluated in 36 factors di-

 
 

 
Table 1  Quality of Life in the World. 

Source: Worlddata.info (https://www.worlddata.info/quality-of-life.php) 
 
Hereby the results of the public policies, governmental action to promote 

the best conditions within the circumstances, being certain that all these States 
have a large way to develop measures and procedures to answer to the social 
needs, to prevent social and economic problems and to promote the need devel-
opment in their own country with the inner consequences in the international 
community. 

However, analyzing the quality of life take us to study the cost of living 
as one of the most important elements to the political powers legal and action, as 
well as to understand the real social conditions life and the problems that society 
face to live or survive.  

Following we have the list of the average cost to an index elaborated con-
sider the monthly income calculated from the gross national income per capita, 
being important to have in mind that, if the monthly income is higher, people can 
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afford, if it is lower the cost of living would be translated to poverty and hard 
conditions to population live or even survive.  

 
Table 2  Cost of Living and purchasing power related to average income  
(Source: worlddata.info - https://www.worlddata.info/cost-of-living.php) 
 
This cost of living index, based in OECD, World Bank, IMF and Eurostat 

data, allows to understand where the quality of life related to the cost of living is 
a priority for the governments and legal, economic and political position is to 
promote its development, but to other States this is the biggest problem that is not 

 
 
3. Migrants and refugees in European Union: analyze of the circum-

stances 
 
There is an unambiguous problem that European Union is facing regard-

ing the flows, the acceptance and integration of Migrants and Refugees, and the 
challenge to prevent the crime towards the millions who are arriving, living or in 
mobility in their different State Members. According to the Atlas of Migration 
2021 
world who had migrated from one country to live in another. Many millions more 
moved within their countries of origin, migrating from villages and towns to rap-
idly growing cities. Migration has continued to be a policy priority for Europe. 



Experientiam et Progressionem in Comparative and International Law                                82 
 

The EU has had to respond to several crises, whether in the case of people fleeing 
Afghanistan, crossing the Mediterranean Sea, or camping out in the cold at the 

ways for legal migration because, in the words of Commissioner for Home Af-
Europe needs 

need to face the future. And to help us manage migration to Europe, in an orderly 
way 4 

 

 
Table 3  European Union Overview of population, demography and Resi-

dence Permits in 2020.  
Source: Tarchi, D., et al. (2021) Atlas of Migration. 

 
The Eurostat data of European Union demography shows that the popu-

lation in 2020 was more than 447 thousand, where the immigration  European 
citizens mobility/migration within different European state member was 51% of 
the annual flows and the Migrants arriving from most different foreigner States 
58%. Regarding the demography, as it is stated, there is serious ageing.  

Obviously, the next update of these data will be higher so, the problem is 
harder and more serious to millions of human beings. If the Application for Asy-
lum in European Union has decrease in 2020, due the most different happenings 

                                                             
4 Tarchi D., Sermi F., Kalantaryan S., McMahon S., Kaslama P., Alvarez Alvarez M., Belmonte 
M., Atlas of Migration 2021, Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg, 2021, 
doi:10.2760/979899, JRC127608. 
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around the world have increase the flows as the Irregular Migration in last two 
years, mainly in 2022. Meaning there is another problem that have been growing 
and mainly without the need control e prevention: the International Organized 
Crime against the Migrants. This is not a European Union phenomenon but 
worldwide and the context is being favorable due the vulnerabilities of the mil-
lions in transit and the fragile circumstances they left their own States and their 
real needs. This has been taken in account by the European Union and their State 
Members but the control, prevention and combat with the effectiveness need is 
far away from the real problems and the development of the means and execution 
of the most different and complex crime committed.  

 

 
Table 4  Asylum, Schengen Visas and Irregular Migration in European Union 

Source: Tarchi, D., et al. (2021) Atlas of Migration. 
 
The following two tables present the data related to the Naturalization, 

the Social Inclusion, Education, and the Labour Market in European Union. This 
is basilar to this research as the Social Inclusion, the Integration and the Education 
promotion and implementation is the illustration of the problem affecting the so-
ciety where the citizenship faces different challenges, where the European Union 
has focused their attention, laws, and recommendations, but the most affected are 
the Migrants and the Refugees don t́ have the protection and integration accord-
ing to the International and European Law as well as each State member law. 
Consequently, more than governments position and behavior to solve this prob-
lem, it´s being worst the challenge due the many constraints within the Interna-
tional Relations, the Economy, conflicts, and wars around obliging millions to 
Migrate or arriving in European Borders in Refugee situation.  

If there has been a variation of the Naturalization in European Union, 
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since 2016 till 2019, in fact the numbers are higher representing a regulation of 
more than 700 thousand. However, the social inclusion, the most important ele-
ment we consider is the risk of poverty or social exclusion. This is the serious 
problem threating the societies, mainly the non-European Union Citizens, so the 
Migrants and Refugees. 

 

 
Table 5  Naturalization, Social Inclusion and Education in European Union  

Source: Tarchi, D., et al. (2021) Atlas of Migration 
 
As the Europol data, the higher rate of unemployment in European Union 

related to the level of educational (15-64 age average) is representative the need 
of action aiming the real protection of the millions human beings suffering. This 
is the bases of the incrementing of the poverty, the situation of the loose condi-
tions to have the minimum of the quality of life, and vulnerable to the illegal 
contexts. 
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Table 6  Labour Market in European Union  

Source: Tarchi, D., et al. (2021) Atlas of Migration 
 

4. International migration overview and the international crime: 
(re)action and legal protection 

 

 
Table 7  Key Migration data at a glance.  

Source: McAuliffe, M. and A. Triandafyllidou (eds.), 2021. World Migration 
Report 2022. IOM 
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increased competition between States is resulting in height-
ened geopolitical tension and risking the erosion of multilateral cooperation. 
Economic, political and military power has radically shifted in the last two dec-
ades, with power now more evenly distributed in the international system 5 

The official global numbers of International Migrants  281 million in 
2020  
2020, 28 countries reported at least one naturalized refugee (compared with 25 
countries in 2019), with a total of almost 34,000 naturalized refugees for the year 

 a notable decrease from the nearly 55,000 newly naturalized refugees in 2019, 
but still an increase when compared with the 23,000 reported in 2016. In 2020, 
85 per cent of naturalizations occurred in Europe, the majority of which (approx-
imately 25,700 refugees) were in the Netherlands. Second and third placed were 
Canada (approximately 5,000) and France (approximately 2,500). In 2020, ap-
proximately 34,400 refugees were admitted for resettlement globally, represent-
ing a huge decrease from 2019, when over 107,700 were resettled. The key reset-
tlement countries were the United States and Canada, with around 9,600 and 
9,200 refugees respectively, and an extremely sharp decrease from the previous 
year of 27,500 (United States) and 30,100 (Canada). The European Union reset-
tled a total of 11,600 refugees. Syrians were the key beneficiaries, accounting for 

6 
The danger is a reality, there is an emergent action by the legal rules (in-

ternational and national laws), the Governments must assume their responsibility 
in connection with the International Institutions. The movement of the Migrant 
glows are more and more controlled by the Artificial Intelligence. So, the migra-
tion cycle is understandable as following: 

 

                                                             
5 McAuliffe, M. and A. Triandafyllidou (eds.), 2021. World Migration Report 2022. International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), Geneva. 
6 Ibid. 
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Table 8  Artificial Intelligence and Migration 

 
Trafficking of migrants has made horrific headlines in recent 

years, with migrants sold at slave markets, tortured for ransom and exploited 
across a range of industries. Organized crime groups traffic migrants in virtually 
every country today
Victims are often from disadvantaged socioeconomic backgrounds and/or lower-
income countries and are usually trafficked to richer countries where traffickers 
obtain the highest financial returns on their exploitation. Human trafficking is 
therefore explicitly recognized as a development challenge in the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, which refers to the eradication of forced labour, 
modern slavery and human trafficking in its Target 8.7.2 Sustainable develop-
ment and counter-trafficking are interrelated; eradicating trafficking requires 
poverty eradication (goal 1), gender equality (goal 5), increased opportunities 
for decent work (goal 8) and access to justice (goal 16). The interlinkages be-
tween human trafficking and development are complex, as trafficking finds its 
roots to a certain extent in inequality and constitutes, by the same token, an ob-
stacle to the development and well-being of societies in terms of the denial of 

7 

gional and national levels, as trafficking risks for migrants are greater when mi-
gration is unsafe, disorderly and/or irregular. Irregular migration can be unsafe, 
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with lower access to protection and support networks and greater risks of traf-
ficking t, combat and eradicate trafficking in persons in the context of 

and Regular Migration as set out in Objective 10, in addition to other Global 
Compact objectives that are relevant to counter-trafficking. Target 10.7 of the 
Sustainable Development Goals, which seeks to achieve safe, orderly, regular, 
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and responsible migration, also recognizes that realizing the benefits and full po-
tential of migration while addressing human trafficking risks requires well-man-
aged and well- 8 The 
scenery in 2021 was as follows: 

 
Table 9  International Migration Outlook (2021) - OCDE9 

 

 
Table 10 - Migrant Remittances as a percentage of GDP increase (background colors) 
and in billions of US Dollars (circles), by state in 2020. The diversity of colors shows 

the diversity of remittances from the index 201810 
 
As we can see from the above statistical data, in most regions of the 

world, International Migrant Remittances have been recovering pre-pandemic 
values, albeit gradually. There has been an increase between 5% and 10% in Asia 
and the Pacific (excluding China), which is very representative of the important 
contribution to the economic development of this region. Thus, this positioning 
of Remittances within the Macroeconomy is evidence of the active participation 
of International Migrants for their work and consequent cooperation to overcome 
the most serious problems that have affected the global society since 2020 in the 
World Economy. We can say that Remittances are an important global economic 

                                                             
8 Ibid. 
9 OECD (2021), International Migration Outlook 2021, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/ 
10.1787/29f23e9d-en. 
10 Tarchi D., Sermi F., Kalantaryan S., McMahon S., Kaslama P., Alvarez Alvarez M., Belmonte 
M. (2021). Atlas Of Migration 2021. Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg, 
2021. p. 507. His map shows where there was less diversity in the receipt of remittances, such as in 
Central America, South Sudan or Uzbekistan. It also reveals that there was greater diversity of 
remittances received in India, Nigeria and Ghana. 
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lever in the strategy of World Economic Relations, among all its actors, especially 
those who have international political, economic-financial, and legal responsibil-
ities and powers. 

Moreover, especially during the biennium 2020-2021, the key issues of 
multiple support actions by States and the International Community focused on 
supporting International Migrants and their families, supported by governmental 
economic-financial policy strategies and programs, but fiscal stimulus. In some 
states, these actions were accompanied by exceptional employment support 
measures aimed at overcoming unemployment rates and the risk of poverty that 
had increased exponentially. Such measures - conjunctural political-legal - were 
initially implemented in the United States of America, with results considered 
positive, and were replicated in different European States, especially within the 
European Union, based on the mission to overcome the emerging and urgent need 
for economic recovery.  

As we can see in the next table, several Eastern European States, such as 
the Russian Federation, Ukraine, Poland or Romania, have the highest rates of 
emigrants within the region, with Russia being the State with the highest rate, 
with about 11 million, followed by Ukraine, with 6 million emigrants. These mi-
gratory flows are marked mostly by motivations arising from experiences of war 
conflicts, that is, mostly in exceptional conditions of flight and in search of sur-
vival, but also and largely by the search for better living conditions, which we  

Table 11 - Top 20 de European Migrant States (Immigrants and Emigrants) - 202011 

                                                             
11 McAuliffe, M. and A. Triandafyllidou (eds.). (2021). World Migration Report 2022. International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), Geneva. p. 89. 



Experientiam et Progressionem in Comparative and International Law                                91 
 

define as regular motivation to migrate. About the motivation and legally valid 
reasons for International Migrants to have a residence permit in the European 
Union, at the end of 2020 the data reveal that: 39% Family; 17% Work; 9% Asy-
lum; 3% Education and 32% for other various reasons. 

 
5. Conclusions 
 
There are much more information, details, and data we research, but re-

garding the scenery we present in this paper, the conclusions are simple but really 
alarming to those human being who decide or are obliged to move to another 
State  Migrants or Refugees. Although all evolution regarding the legal protec-
tion  in most different states and in the international law, the international orga-
nized crime acting against migrants is growing with serios problems to all ele-
ments involved. Meaning that International and National Security must be a pri-
ority of the governments, international institutions and the effectiveness of the 
criminal investigation and police authorities.  

There is a serious emergency of the equity implementation, specially be-
tween natives and migrants and/or refugees. It´s crucial to denounce all violation, 
discrimination, racism or violence to be possible to the police authorities act and 
consequently the judicial systems function.  

In a globalization context we live, the mobilities have to be protected 
always within the legal systems. 
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